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Hello Fellow Lions, 

I want to thank all of our Lions and their spouses for 
coming to the installation dinner we had at Triple Jôs 
Catering on June 28. We had a wonderful time en-
joying fellowship, stories, jokes, and the ceremonial 
installation performed by our own Famous Ray. I 
would like to thank Lion Debbie for her year of well 
executed leadership of our club ï our prior presi-
dents have raised the bar high and I hope to reach 
their level of excellence during the coming year.  

I would like to thank a few wonderful Lions from our 
club for helping to prepare me for this exciting posi-
tion: Lion Ed Ressler, for offering to serve as my 
mentor and my personal Lions Club guidance coun-
selor; Lion Susan Hampton, for repeatedly offering 
advice and for her vibrant energy; Lion Don Garrow, 
for leading me through the Golf Tournament (Thank 
You!!!); and most importantly, Lion Janna Walsh, for 
being my loving and supportive wife.  

Iôm excited to have this opportunity to lead our club 
through the coming year. July 3, 2005 was the last 
day of my life where ignorance about the Lionism 
existed because on July 4, 2005, I met Janna at a 
Braves game and she introduced me to the Lions 
Club ï she had earlier that day walked in the Mariet-
ta Parade. She introduced me to community service 
with the Lions Club and I have never looked back. 
Now, six years later, I have the humbled pleasure of 
leading our club through what will inevitably contain 
unforeseen twists and turns, all of which will enrich 
and enliven us.  

We Serve 
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My focus for this year is on recruitment of younger 
members and I will need the entire clubôs support 
and participation. I strongly believe that it is vital to 
the success of our club in the coming decades to 
continue our tradition of service by teaching our 
younger generations the joy and fulfillment that 
comes from service. Our club cannot embrace the 
principal of sustainability without teaching future 
generations our traditions. Therefore, our mantra 
for the year will be ñLive Young, Recruit Young.ò It 
is up to each of us to share the joy of Lionism with 
our families, neighbors, and friends just as Janna 
shared Lionism with me that fateful July 4th.   

Lastly, I recognize that I am one of the least experi-
enced Lions in our club. Therefore, I want to em-
phasize that I have an open door policy. Please 
chime in with your guidance, wisdom, or criticism 
whenever you wish ï I welcome it é always. I look 
forward to leading our club this year and will joy-
ously serve alongside some of East Cobbôs finest. 

Yours in Service, 

Lion Chris 
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Fellow Lions, 

It is hard to believe that my year as your president is 
over. I want to thank each of you for making my year 
a ñROARINGò success. We finished my year in-style 
at our awards banquet on June 28th. We gave out 
special awards to Lion Bill Bailey - 45 years of ser-
vice, Lion Henry Bohn ï 40 years of service, Lion 
Asgar Kachwalla - 35 years of service, Lion Richard 
Carter 25 - years of service, Lion Liz Moore & Lion 
Ken Dumbleton 10 - years of service and Lion Bill 
Pilcher & Lion Ben DeShelter - 5 years of service. 
Thank you to these lions for making East Cobb their 
home for all these years and to all of you who will 
celebrate milestones in the future. Without all of you 
we could not be so successful in making the East 
Cobb Lions the best in District A or in Georgia. 

Our ñRookie of the Yearò went to Lion (Jet Setter) 
Kelly Ryan and our ñLion of the Yearò went to Lion 
(the never stopping) Gene McDuffie. There were two 
Melvin Jones Fellows honored this year Lion Al Her-
nandez and the very humble Lion Debbie Hennes-
sey. You do not know what that means to me ï  I am 
honored by a club that I love as my own family. 

Our final fundraiser this year was for a donation in 
the name of Lion at Heart Audrey DeShetler.  We 
raised an astonishing $3804.16 and we expect an-
other $900 to be received.  Thank you Lions for mak-
ing this happen for Audrey and CureSearch.  (Note: 
If you have any more monies for the spaghetti dinner 
please make sure you get that to Lion Ray as soon 
as possible.) 

As we continue our services in our community, 
please remember Lion Liz Moore, Lion at Heart 
Audrey DeShetler, Lion Ben DeShetler, Jennifer & 
Scott, Lion Frank Collins and Lion Bill Bailey in your 
thoughts and prayers. My theme ñMiracles through 
serviceò enabled us to stretch our limits and achieve 
more than we thought possible.  Our community 
service projects demonstrate our commitment. Our 
fundraisers are an opportunity to let our community 
know what LIONS stand for, ñWE SERVEò.  

Thank you again East Cobb Lions for trusting me 
with your club. Thank you for your love, your sup-
port and your faith in me. I love you all and know 
that you will give Lion Chris Walsh ï President the 
same. 

Lion Debbie 

Lion President Debbie Hennessey receives the 

Melvin Jones Fellow Award                                 

from Past District Governor Lion Ray Moore 
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On June 28, 2011, the annual East Cobb Lions 

Club New Officer Installation Banquet was held at 

Triple Jõs  on Barrett  Parkway as East Cobb Lions 

and guests enjoyed an outstanding meal and pro-

gram celebrating the end of a great year and look-

ing forward to the start of a new year. 

2010-2011 President Debbie Hennessey closed 

out an outstanding year as our president. Lion 

President Debbieõs theme of òMiracles Through 

Serviceó emphasized Lionismõs traditional focus on 

service to needy persons in our community and 

around the world.   

Lion Debbie presented many awards to club mem-

bers honoring them for the great work that the East 

Cobb Lions have accomplished.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Lion of the Year was awarded to Lion Gene 

McDuffie for his outstanding work during the past 

year. For many years Lion Gene has been chairman 

of the East Cobb Lions scholarship committee that 

has awarded college scholarships to deserving East 

Cobb high school students. In addition, Lion Gene 

has served our club as Chaplain, has headed up 

the road cleanup work of our club, and has consist-

ently been a top performer in raising funds by ob-

taining financial sponsorships for the annual East 

Cobb Lions Charity Golf Tournament  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Lion Kelly Ryan was awarded the Rookie of 

the Year award.  Lion Kelly has done an out-

standing job as Sight Conservation Director in 

2010-11.  Also, she received a 100% Attend-

ance Award and has been very active in sup-

porting the community service work of our 

club.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PDG Ray Moore presented the Melvin Jones 

Fellow Award to Lion Al Hernandez. Both Lion 

Al and Lion Debbie Hennessey received this 

special award for dedicated humanitarian ser-

vice over many years 

Lion Debbie also presented the following 

awards that are described on the next  pages. 

¶ Appreciation Certificates 

¶ 10 Million Dollar Club Awards 

¶ 100% Attendance Awards 

¶ Service Year Awards 

¶ Super Star Awards 


